
 

Autumn Curriculum Newsletter:  Year 5 

 

 

 

Vikings: Invaders & Settlers 
Throughout the Autumn term, the children in Year 5 will be completing a study 
on the invaders and settlers to Britain before 1000CE. This topic will begin by 
visiting the Royal Armouries Museum for an interactive workshop, where they 
will see this period of history come alive. During their studies, the children will 
discover the importance and impact of Vikings on British culture as well as 
the invasions of the Angles and Saxons. This enquiry will allow pupils to 
further develop their understanding of invasion, settlements and governance 
whilst comparing with previous historical enquiries. 
 
Year 5 will be linking their historical questions to social, moral, spiritual and cultural themes that are still relevant in 
today’s societies. 

                  

Mathematics:  

Children will be revisiting Place Value concepts previously taught before expanding 

their knowledge of number to one million. Children will then be able to compare 

order and round as well as using and applying Roman Numerals and negative 

numbers. Following on from Place Value, children will develop their learning of 

addition and subtraction: ultimately being able to add & subtract any two 4-digit 

numbers. Next, during statistics, children will be reading and interpreting charts, line 

graphs and tables; drawing their own comparing data. During multiplication and 

division, children will continue to learn about multiples, factors, prime, square and 

cube numbers. Children will also develop maths skills and knowledge when multiplying and dividing by 10, 100 and 

1000! Children will be encouraged to use mental calculations and estimations using known and related facts. 

Finally, children in Year 5 will continue their learning of perimeter and area: using rectilinear, compound and irregular 

shapes. 

 

Your child’s class teacher will set weekly homework on Mathletics which children are 

encouraged to use regularly. This will support their learning in class and will be related to what 

they have learnt about in class to enhance their learning. 

                                                          

English:   

Children will be learning through a range of high quality fiction and non-fiction texts with a specific focus on texts 

which explore Viking and Nordic literacy and history (Viking Kennings, Beowulf – Michael Morpurgo, The Dragon’s 

Hoard: Stories from the Viking Sagas – Lari Don, Black Heroes: 51 Inspiring People from Ancient Africa to Modern-Day 

USA – Arlisha Norwood, Viking Longship – Mick Manning, How to Train Your Dragon – Cressida Cowell). Through using 

these texts and other stimuli, children will be producing a wide-range of text types including non-chronological reports, 

stories set in historical, balanced arguments, poetry (word-play, rhyme, and metaphor) and a film narrative. 

 

It would be an invaluable help to your child to listen to them reading the reading books they bring home 

from school as regularly as you can. The children in Year 5 use Accelerated Reader in order to support their 

reading, where they will choose books to read at home that are specifically aimed at their current reading 

level. All children should also login to Lexia at home to progress their reading skills further.  

 
PE Days:  
Year 5: Wednesday and Friday 
Please make sure your child comes to school in the correct kit.  
 

If you have any questions, please speak to your child’s class teacher either before or after 
school, send a message on Class Dojo or write a message in their planner. 


