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Dear parents and carers,

Welcome back pupils and families! | would like to sincerely thank you all for your ongoing support with the
reopening of school this week. The children have settled back into their routines brilliantly and it has been lovely
to have all the children back in school. We have very much missed seeing all the happy, smiling faces in the
classrooms and each morning.

REMINDERS

| would like to take this opportunity to remind you of the very important guidelines that we must continue to follow
to ensure the safety of your children and staff. You must remember to keep a 2m distance from each other at all
times, not just when queuing up, and to wear a face mask when waiting in the queue and when on the school site.
If you forget your facemask, please let a member of staff know and we will provide you with one.

BRINGING CHILDREN TO SCHOOL

Parents with children in Nursery and another year group- Due to the increase in pupil numbers in Nursery, you are
no longer able to queue on the school grounds when you have dropped your Nursery child off at 8:30. If you have
a child in Nursery, you can either bring them at the normal time and then join the queue for your other child, or
drop them off at the Nursery at the same time you bring your other child/children to school to save you re-queuing.
Please let Miss Dingley know via Class Dojo if you wish to do this.

We are continuing to reduce the number of adults on site to support with social distancing and to reduce the risk
of spreading the virus. Only one adult is allowed to bring their children. Parents and carers of children in Year 3, 4,
5 and 6 must drop them off first and wait with their children at the appropriate entrance. You must not leave your
children without an adult in the Year 3-4 line.

COLLECTING CHILDREN FROM SCHOOL

You must arrive on time for your child at the end of the day. The gates for Year 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6 opens at 3:15pm.
If you arrive after 3:20pm you will need to collect your child from the Bio-Dome as you will be late. Please try to
avoid bringing siblings who no longer attend our school through the grounds, this is effectively like bringing a second
adult and is not permitted. You cannot save spaces for other parents. If you are seen doing this both you and the
parent who is effectively ‘pushing in” will both be asked to move to the back of the line. We will be monitoring the
lines outside from 3.00pm to make sure this is not happening.

SWIMMING
Swimming starts for Year 4 this coming week. Miss Street’s class will continue to go swimming on a Thursday
afternoon and Miss Hamilton’s class will continue to go swimming on a Friday morning.

UNIFORM AND PE KITS

On PE days your child must come to school in their kit all day, with trainers and no jewellery. If they are wearing
earrings these must be removed for the day. If this is not possible, you will be asked to put plasters over their
earrings. If your child is not wearing their PE kit, they may not be able to take part and you will be contacted.
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PE days are as follows:
Reception classes Tuesday
Year 1 classes Wednesday
Year 2 classes Friday

Year 3 classes Thursday
Year 4 classes Thursday
Year 5 classes Monday
Year 6 classes Tuesday

HILLCREST IN BLOOM

Spring is on the way at Hillcrest Academy and the children have been coming up with ways to prepare our outside
areas. Each phase has been working in different areas outside where they have been tidying up, weeding, planting
and preparing our flower beds for Spring. We have been able to sow some new seeds and plant some wonderful
new plants and herbs around the school. Watch out for the first signs of Spring over the next few weeks as the
children look after their plots and compete for the most improved area around school before the Spring break.

EGGCITING NEWS

The school had a very eggciting delivery last week with the arrival of some eggs in the incubator. The children have
spent time learning about where the eggs have come from and are eagerly awaiting the safe arrival of the chicks.
We will keep you updated with the progress through ClassDojo, Twitter and the weekly newsletter.

REACHING OUT TO OUR COMMUNITY

Pupils from across the school have been selecting members of the community who they are thankful for. They
have been creatively thinking of ways to show their appreciation and have been writing cards, letters, making
drawings, carrying out baking and making peg people to send out to people in our communities who have been
supporting us. The children have chosen doctors and nurses, people in care homes and their parents for all the
support and challenges they have come through over the last few weeks and months.

BREAKFAST CLUB

Our very popular Breakfast Club started again this week for key workers, vulnerable families and working parents.
If you have not yet requested a place but need one you can still apply and will be added to the waiting list. Please
remember that you must attend on every day that you have requested. Failure to attend on more than two
occasions will result in the place being forfeited and will be given to a family on the waiting list.

AFTER SCHOOL CARE

If you are interested in a paid after school club each night or for part of the week to help out with wraparound care,
we will release a questionnaire this week. Last time we did this there was only a very small amount of interest so it
never began. We will let you know if we have enough interest this time. We would most likely need to charge
around £7 for two hours to cover staffing costs, this would include games and a snack.

RISK ASSESSMENT
The updated risk assessment is on our website. Please take some time to read through this so you understand
how we are keeping your children safe whilst they are at school.

ATTENDANCE

We have restarted our attendance league this week and the children are trying very hard to ensure their class is at
the top. The class who came in first place this week was Alan Turing class in Year 6 with an incredible attendance
of 99.5%. Many congratulations to the family of Ameera Rahman in Reception who won a shopping voucher for
coming to school every day last week. It is essential that your child comes to school on time, every day.
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It was our 100% attendance week this where you had the opportunity to win to brand new tablet for coming to
school every day, on time, along with some other prizes. We will draw the attendance during a Live Assembly on
Monday for all the children to watch.

Thank you for your continued support. Have a lovely weekend.

Sam Done
Principal
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