
 

Creative Arts Curriculum Proposed Medium Term Plan 

 
KEY STAGE: Upper Key Stage 2 Key Text: Letters from the Lighthouse Content: World War II 

HOOK: 
Pupils will begin the term with a trip to the Royal Armouries for a day immersed in learning about World War 2 with reference to the text – Letters from the Lighthouse. 
This will be an active and engaging hook in to the curriculum theme and pupils will use drama whilst on the trip to further engage and link with the idea behind the 
Creative Arts Curriculum.  

FINAL PERFORMANCE:  

CURRICULUM DRIVERS 

CREATIVE ARTS  KEY VOCABULARY 

Luke Broughton to work with one class creating a drama performance related to a WWII text. 
Physical theatre –narrative  poetry and acting – related to remembrance. 

 

Luftwaffe, Air-raid Warden (ARW), Woman’s Royal Voluntary Service (WRVS), 
mackintosh, air-raid siren, air-raid, Hitler, Jews, Yellow stars (stars of David), 
Jerry,’ evacaute/evacuee, Kindertransport, billeted, boaters, berets, bowlers, 
groyne, shingle, quicksand, billeting officer,  cat’s pajamas 

KEY SKILLS (LINKED TO THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM) LEARNING CONTEXTS AND RELEVANT KNOWLEDGE 

Historical NC Skills: 

 Pupils should be taught about an aspect of local history – how the area has 
changed  since WWII 

 a study of an aspect or theme in British history that extends pupils’ chronological 
knowledge beyond 1066 

 
Geographical NC Skills: 

 name and locate counties and cities of the United Kingdom, geographical regions 
and their identifying human and physical characteristics, key topographical 
features (including hills, mountains, coasts and rivers), and land-use patterns; and 
understand how some of these aspects have changed over time 

 use the 8 points of a compass, 4 and 6-figure grid references, symbols and key 
(including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build their knowledge of the 
United Kingdom and the wider world 

As historians we will: 
Learn about the key dates in the build up, during and at the end of World War II and add to a 
timeline throughout the term with relation to different points of the war; we will learn about the 
key figures who had influence over the start and end of the Second World War. 
Discuss the battle of Cable Street and its influence and the rise of fascism.   
Learn from Judith Rhodes who studied the build up to World War 2 and the reasons that it 
started. Judith will bring in primary sources of evidence in order to understand their function, 
etc. 
Learn about evacuation and how evacuees were taken from where they lived to different areas 
of the United Kingdom so that they were kept safe. We will consider how this would affect 
children during the war. 
Learn about propaganda and its influence on different cultures – Germany and UK 
Learn about Alan Turing and learn about how he had such a great impact on the second world 
war and link to SMSC 
Learn about what it was like for children in WW2 particularly in relation to refugees eg the 
Kinderstransport.  
 
As geographers we will: 
Locate artefacts buried in the woods following clues and using compass’. 
Use a map of England to learn about grid references and locate places where children were or 
could be evacuated to with specific reference to the key text for the curriculum theme.  
 
As artists we will: 
Learn about pop art and how it can be used to create powerful messages linked to propaganda 
Create propaganda posters 
Create a mixed media painting linked to remembrance day 
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Use watercolours to recreate the harbour and lighthouse at Budmouth. 

 

 
VISITS / VISITORS DISPLAY OPPORTUNITIES (CENTRAL DISPLAYS) 

Royal armouries visit with 2 workshops tailored to the learning around ‘Letters from the 
Lighthouse’ 

Judith Rhodes will hopefully visit to present some real life World War 2 artefacts.  

Pictures and reflections from the hook visit to the Royal Armouries. 
Year 5 & 6 will both be beginning with diaries, this will present an opportunity to display written 

work on a central display in school which will be of a high standard. 

ENGLISH LINKS 

In English Pupils will be taught to write:  

 Diaries – These diaries will be a reflective diary on the life and times of an evacuee during the Second World War.  

 Narrative – Using the chapter ‘Do your duty,’ pupils are to rewrite the part of the story but from the perspective of Queenie.   

 News Reports – Pupils will create news reports based on the removal of the lighthouse from use – based on the chapter ‘When in Doubt, Lights out.’ Or a news report 
detailing the enemy pilot’s dramatic crash landing. Chapter Hitler will send no warning. This involves more drama opportunities and links to real footage from the war. 

 Persuasive Letter - Write a persuasive letter to the Ministry of Defence, attempting to convince them not to eradicate the lighthouse. 

 Info text about the Kindertransport/aspects of WW2 

 Poetry: To use a structure to read and write first person narrative poems related to WW2. Eg write in the first person from a character’s Pov. There are many good chapters 
with emotions eg May you never know what it means to be a refugee. Could include feelings about the Star of David badge? 
 

In Curriculum lessons pupils will apply their writing skills by writing: 

 Poetry – children to create poems from the perspective of the lighthouse about the waves/sea coming in. Based on the chapter, ‘Careless Talk Costs Lives.’ ?? Would it be 
better to write a poem in the first person narrative from a person than an object? Eg use a structure to write from a refugee pov or from an evacuee’s pov or from Olive’s 
mum’s pov or from Sukie’s pov? 

 Diary – Pupils will create a series of diary entries from the chapter Attack on All Fronts from the perspective of Olive, Esther, Queenie and Cliff.  

COMPUTING LINKS SMSC/MBV LINKS 

We are cryptographers  

 Children will learn about codes used throughout the Second World War and how these 
helped to eventually bring the war to an end through the work of Alan Turing, amongst 
others, at Bletchley Park.  

 Children will create messages using codes. 

 Children will learn about how codes are used now and how these are largely used in 
computing to create almost everything.  

Compare and contrast the plight of refugees now and then. Is a refugee and an asylum 
seeker the same thing? 

How would you feel if you were taken from your place in the world’ to live elsewhere, 
even if you were there to stay safe? 

 

 
 
 

 WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3 WEEK 4 WEEK 5 

KEY SKILLS: 
Key Skills to be covered in 
each week 
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CONTEXT OF LEARNING: 

Takes the place of a formal 
weekly lesson plan – broken 
down in to input, key tasks 
and what this might look like 
in books 

    

 

 WEEK 6 WEEK 7 WEEK 8 WEEK 9 WEEK 10 

KEY SKILLS:      

CONTEXT OF LEARNING: 

     

 


