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KEY STAGE: 
 
Lower Key Stage 2 Key Text: 

Stone Age Tales – The Great 
Storm 
 

Content: Stone Age to Iron Age 

HOOK: 

Ryedale Folk Museum ‘Stone Age to Iron Age’ workshop: school selects 3 activities from a prescribed list on offer to build their own bespoke day for the visit.  
Located in Hutton le Hole (York- 1hr 30mins) with a cost of £6 per child 
OR 
Murton Park ‘Stone Age/Bronze Age’ workshop- located in York 45mins away with a cost of £14/£15 per child. Ch take part in a day full of various activities linked to this 
time period and focus on farming.  

FINAL PERFORMANCE: 

Children will host and perform a ‘rock’ concert which consists of songs which have had the lyrics changed to fit the creative theme. The concert will also involve short 
dances by key groups of children which are performed to songs or pieces of music which link with stone age/Neolithic time periods: 
https://youtu.be/I6U2eiaqVRQ- Ancient Music - Stone Age 
https://youtu.be/tExfBVWyRLk- Ancient Dinosaur Music - Behemoth 
https://youtu.be/pgBg93eQWEA- Prehistoric Music - Hunters and Gatherers 
Children will create choreographed routines which involve repetitive motifs made up of a sequence of actions/gestures (these will be linked to hunting, making tools etc 
or tasks which Neolithic people would have done). 

CURRICULUM DRIVERS 

CREATIVE ARTS  KEY VOCABULARY 

 The dance element of the rock concert will link with STEM and history work, where 
children will learn how Neolithic people and those from this time period developed 
their ability to make things using tools and hunted for food to survive.  

 Children will learn songs which have had the lyrics changed to link with stone age/iron 
age. The content of the songs will be linked with history, STEM, geography and SMSC 
work which children have covered throughout the term.  

 

KEY SKILLS (LINKED TO THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM) LEARNING CONTEXTS AND RELEVANT KNOWLEDGE 

Historical Skills: 

 Pupils learn about changes in Britain from the Stone Age to the Iron Age: Late Neolithic 
hunter-gatherers and early farmers, e.g. Skara Brae, Bronze age religion technology and 
travel and Iron Age Hill Forts: tribal kingdoms, farming, art and culture. 
 

Geographical Skills: 

 Describe and understand key aspects of: Physical geography including climate zones rivers 
and mountains.  

 Human geography including types of settlement and land use, economic activity including 
trade links. 

As historians, children will: 

 Develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, local and world 
history, establishing clear narratives.  

o To find out what happened in the Stone Age.  
o To develop a chronologically secure knowledge of events in the Stone Age.  

 Note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of 
historical terms.  

o To look at different homes from the Palaeolithic, Mesolithic and Neolithic times.  
o To understand how hillforts were constructed and acted as a means of defence in 

relation to survival.  
o To find out what people ate in the Stone Age and how their diet changed.  

 Understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources.  
o To create art works in the style of cave paintings.  
o To find out what we know about Skara Brae.  

 Address historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, and 
significance. Construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 

https://youtu.be/I6U2eiaqVRQ-
https://youtu.be/tExfBVWyRLk-
https://youtu.be/pgBg93eQWEA-
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organisation of relevant historical information.  

o Consider life in the Stone Age and how it compares to life to today.  

 The industrial developments of this time period will be explored in relation to how they 
impacted upon food, lifestyle/civilization, inventions and goods. This content will be 
explored through STEM lessons when children will be designing and making a piece of 
jewellery. 

o Children will apply their knowledge of rocks to select a suitable stone for their 
jewellery piece and understand how it could or would have been shaped and 
manipulated using tools of the time.  

o Children will explore joining and strengthening techniques when joining the 
different components of their jewellery piece. 

o Children will apply their understand of forces and magnetism when evaluating 
which type of metal would be suitable for their piece of jewellery based on the 
lifestyles and demands of the people who would wear it at the time e.g. a necklace 
being magnetic would not be safe because…or a metal which is brittle and subject 
to splintering would be dangerous when man was…etc 

 Farming 
o Children will explore farming techniques used by people of this time period and 

evaluate whether any would be transferrable to our work in the outside areas and 
the bio-dome.  

o Children will explore how plants were a more common stable of people’s diets and 
study safe and unsafe plants for human digestion based on the plant’s properties. 

As geographers, children will:  

 Focus on an area of the United Kingdom e.g. the location of Skara Brae and explore the 
physical features of this place. They will compare this location with other places within the 
U.K. in relation to rivers and mountains within it.  

o SMSC link- children will discuss how people used and still do use the natural 
environment as a means of navigation, food and to stay alive e.g. identifying  clean 
water sources (are rivers safe to drink from…why not?). 

 Through work in history on the houses/buildings of stone age people, children will explore 
how man’s need to develop in this area has impacted on the natural environment 

o SMSC link- children will explore green belt land, brown belt land and why/how this 
is in place within the UK.  

o Children will explore people who have left a westernised lifestyle in modern day to 
revert to a humble, basic way of living in man-made shelters which involve recycled 
waste materials and natural resources. They will also look at civilisations which 
have been completely unaffected by modern advancements. 

 

 
VISITS / VISITORS DISPLAY OPPORTUNITIES (CENTRAL DISPLAYS) 
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Ryedale Folk Museum for a Stone Age to Iron Age experience day which involves… 
The Museum’s roundhouse provides the perfect backdrop for an immersive pre-history visit. We 
are now able to extend our ever-popular Iron Age activity day to cover a range of new Stone Age 
and Iron Age activities. Our sessions are designed to complement the curriculum and our 
costumed educators are skilled in engaging children’s curiosities. Create your own bespoke day 
by selecting three Museum-led activities, from Iron Age discovery, to flint handling, pottery, 
weaponry and weaving for wearing. 

 Iron Age Discovery: Discover Iron Age life in our round house as you investigate how it 
was built, handle our collection objects and uncover the mysteries of the Iron Age 
home (offers STEM links). 

 Weaponry – NEW: How did our ancestors hunt? Why did they fight? Which weapons 
did they use? During our hands-on weaponry activity children will handle replica 
weapons and may get the opportunity to have a go at spear throwing (offers STEM 
links). 

 Pottery: Explore the importance of pottery in the Iron Age and the significance of these 
finds today, as your class create their own pieces to take home. 

 Flint Handling – NEW: Handle real flint artefacts used by our Stone Age ancestors. 
Discover their uses, the stories of the past they reveal and see flint knapping in action. 

 Weaving for Wearing: Investigate the clothing of our Iron Age ancestors as our 
costumed interpreter leads your class through the ancient story of turning fleece into 
fabric. Get hands-on with the carders, drop spindles and looms as your class create 
their own woven fabric to take home. (offers STEM links). 

 
Who will be asked to come in to school which will provide an exciting experience for pupils? 

A partnership with RGA will be established in 2020 which will be centred around and driven by 
the theme of farming. This links with work that children will do in STEM and CC around the 
importance and demands of farming during this time period.  

 Cave paintings displayed 

 Writing display of non-fiction writing (see below) 

 Hook day display      To be decided by phase 

ENGLISH LINKS 

 Non-chronological reports/information text about hillforts, survival or daily life in the Stone Age.  

 Explanation text about how houses were built and constructed or explanation of how tools and materials were used in that time period to create products (jewellery work in STEM) 

 Persuasive advert- children will write an advert for a new invention/tool/weapon which has been introduced as part of the industry developments of the time period. They will 
demonstrate their knowledge of the history/SMSC covered through the ability to use specific examples of how the product will improve the daily lives of Stone Age people.  

 Diary entry- recount of the immersion/hook day where they were in role completing tasks and activities linked with the lives of Stone Age people.  

COMPUTING LINKS SMSC/MBV LINKS 
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 use sequence, selection, and repetition in programs; work with variables and various 
forms of input and output 

o Children will use simple programming to manipulate a hunter and prey. They 
will use repetition of commands to reflect the hunter trying multiple times 
before success to hunt their prey.  

 use search technologies effectively, appreciate how results are selected and ranked, 
and be discerning in evaluating digital content 

 use technology safely, respectfully and responsibly; recognise acceptable/unacceptable 
behaviour; identify a range of ways to report concerns about content and contact. 

o Children will research different aspects of the history work to be covered e.g. 
farming, hillforts and the life of a stone age man. 

o They will select and record information which is relevant and conducive to 
creating an information text about these subjects.  

Where do I fit in the world? (Social and spiritual development) 

This SMSC question will be covered through work on houses and daily life during the stone age 
and the daily threat to the lives of Neolithic man based on civil war/invasion of other tribes and 
wild animals. Children will explore the measures that people took to make themselves safe from 
these threats. Children will also compare the facilities and opportunities available to them in this 
time period with those of Neolithic/stone age people based on technology, inventions and 
resources.  

 Children will spend time exploring how their lives have changed compared to people of that 
time in relation to survival (this will also link with SMSC with questions around whether it is 
right to hunt and/or farm and the moral/ethical opinions and ideologies around these things 
will allow children the chance to discuss and debate thoughts) 

 Children will explore what it means to feel safe and how MBV help us to feel safe in this 
country and in our daily lives. They will explore this in relation to hillforts and work on 
weapons. 

 
 
 

 WEEK 1 WEEK 2 WEEK 3 WEEK 4 WEEK 5 

KEY SKILLS: 
Key Skills to be covered in 
each week 

    

CONTEXT OF LEARNING: 

Takes the place of a formal 
weekly lesson plan – broken 
down in to input, key tasks 
and what this might look like 
in books 

    

 

 WEEK 6 WEEK 7 WEEK 8 WEEK 9 WEEK 10 

KEY SKILLS:      
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CONTEXT OF LEARNING: 

     

 


