
 

Creative Curriculum Medium Term Plan: Spring 2019 

 
YEAR GROUPS: KS1 CREATIVE THEME: Dinosaurs! 

HOOK: Sophie the T-Rex and Fossil Digging Workshop (Education Group) 

FINAL CELEBRATION: Dinosaur Show 

CURRICULUM DRIVERS 

Problem Solving Enterprise Community and the Environment 

As Problem Solvers we will: 

 Provision will include a STEM area which will include 
challenges (changed fortnightly). The challenges will 
be linked to design technology, science, engineering 
and maths. 

As Enterprising children we will: 

 Ch will create works of art that will be sold to parents 
at the Dinosaur show on stalls at the back of the hall. 

 Ch will explore cost and enterprise in provision with 
the inclusion of a café/gift shop in the dinosaur 
museum.  

 Ch will have provision challenges set up to allow them 
to understand profit and loss.  

 Ch will make ‘no bake’ biscuts and cost the 
ingredients to work out a reasonable selling price. 
They will then work out profit/loss from given data. 

As members of the community we will: 

 We will explore how humans are impacting on living 
creatures and endangered animals which is, at times, 
resulting in them becoming extinct.  

We will visit the local park to collect leaves for the art lesson. 
 
 
 

KEY SKILLS (LINKED TO THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM) LEARNING CONTEXTS AND RELEVANT KNOWLEDGE 

History Skills (Driven by Mary Anning) 

 Use evidence to answer Qs 

 Ask questions 

 Artefacts, pics, stories etc. to find out about the past. 

 Identify some of the ways the past has been represented.  

 Describe historical events.  

 Place events and artefacts in order on a timeline. 

 Order and label timelines with words such as past, present, newer and older.  

 Understanding of key concepts 
 Language to explain ‘when’ in the past. 

 
Art Skills 

 Use combinations of shapes 

 Lines and texture 

 Rolling, curving, moulding, carving 

 Variety of materials 

 Lines of different sizes/thicknesses 

 Colouring in neatly 

 Show pattern and texture by adding dots and lines 
 

As historians, we will: 

 Children will begin with a story about discovering dinosaurs/fossils and explore 
artefacts. They will work in groups to discuss and ask questions about the artefacts 
around given topic areas (fossils, science, digging/archaeology). 

 Children will use secondary sources to find the answers to their questions (reading 
texts/books, ipads to use a ‘safe’ search engine e.g. ‘Kiddl’) and record their research 
onto task sheets that will support their methodology ie. Guide their searches for 
information.  

 Ch will be introduced to the inspirational figure Mary Anning and the key events in 
her life. They will consider how her work contributed to our lives today and 
place/order key events from her life on a timeline (supported by drama freeze-
framing). 

 Ch will revisit the timelines of Mary Anning’s life and label with key historical 
vocabulary (past, present, newer, older). They will then write sentences using these 
key words when comparing different points/events in Anning’s life and include key 
vocabulary to explain ‘when’ in the past. 

 Ch will look at how things are preserved in the earth and how fossils are created. 
They will also explore how palaeontologists excavate fossils from the earth and the 
tools used to do this. 
 

As artists, we will: 

  They will create art work inspired by fossils/make their own fossils using imprinting 
techniques.  They will observe the lines and texture that they see within fossils and 
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replicate/represent these using imprinting, carving and clay modelling techniques. 

 Children will explore pointism and use this technique to create abstract, zoomed in 
representations of dinosaur skin.  

 Ch will compare leaves found in the Mesozoic era and those found in our local area. 
They will consider size, patterns and lines that they can see within the forms. They 
will consider the texture and how they can represent this using mixed mediums 
(variety of materials) and lines of different sizes/thicknesses. 

 Ch will use a variety of shaping and moulding techniques to invent and create their 
own dinosaur which they will later write about, drawing on their knowledge gained 
throughout the unit (provision). 

 

VISITS / VISITORS DISPLAY OPPORTUNITIES (CENTRAL DISPLAYS) 

Sophie the T-Rex and fossil digging workshop 
Local Library Visit 
Local park leaf collecting 

Working wall to be added in the shared area to display knowledge organiser, key vocabulary and 
photographs of the children accessing provision. 
Art work to be displayed (final pieces) 
 

MATHS LINKS ENGLISH LINKS 

Provision 

 Provision will have differentiated maths links linked to a café/museum gift shop whereby 
children will have to find totals and work out the difference to give change. Prices will be 
represented in numicon (value of a number) and in coins/price.  

 Fractions- findings parts of fossils and identifying how much of the fossil remains to be 
found (dig area). 

 Exploring the properties of 2d and 3d shapes that they recognise within fossils (dig area). 

 Open ended, natural resources to be added to the maths area (concrete manipulatives) for 
children to use to make patterns which they can then record by drawing or describing to an 
adult.  

Provision 

 Under the table writing area will be in provision- this requires children to lay on the floor 
and write on paper that is stuck underneath the table. Writing in this way will develop co-
ordination and arm strength and will engage reluctant writers.  

 Writing area in provision will be enhanced with the addition of stimulus ‘challenge bags’ 
that contain photos, key vocab, props and writing challenges. These will be hung around the 
whiteboard on the wall in the writing area.  

 A washing line will be added for children to add their writing to. This will also be added to 
by adults when vocabulary is explained/used during provision time (key vocab and its 
meaning like in classrooms). 

 
Key Texts: ‘Harry and his bucket full of dinosaurs’ series, ‘First Facts Dinosaurs’, ‘Little Kids Frist 
Big Book of Dinosaurs’, ‘Dear Dinosaur: T-Rex on Tour’. Children will access and use a variety of 
fiction and non-fiction texts about dinosaurs, fossils and the historical figure Mary Anning. They 
will use key information learnt about dinosaurs to write descriptions and reports which include 
subject specific vocabulary relating to the creature’s physical features. They will also link 
learning about dinosaurs with STEM work by exploring how the natural habitat impacted on 
how they evolved and how they became extinct. 
 
Information texts/non-chronological report- writing about dinosaurs, fossils, Mary Anning 
Letters- children will write letters in role as Mary Anning upon discovering the fossil that is still 
displayed in the Natural History Museum or they will write in role as someone from the museum 
wanting to buy the fossil. Ch may also write to an organisation about protecting wildlife (linking 
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with extinction). 
Diary Entries- Ch will write in role as an archaeologist and explore ‘a day in the life of’… 

SCIENCE AND COMPUTING LINKS SMSC/MBV LINKS 

Using ICT to access secondary sources to research a given topic: fossils, Mary Anning, dinosaurs 
etc 
ICT will be used for children to go on a virtual tour of the Natural History Museum. 
Grouping and classifying dinosaur links 
Asking questions and thinking of ways that we could answer them 
Flower/leaf pressing- link to understanding fossils and preservation 
Ch will investigate and design an archaeology tool which can be used to excavate delicate/non-
delicate tools.  
 

Key focus/questions: 

 What is the creation story? What is evolution? How are they the same/different? 

 Does it matter if my friend has a different belief to me? 

 Should bones be put on display or buried in the earth? 

 Is it morally acceptable to dig up bones? Why? 

 How do we treat descendants of dinosaurs? 

 Why were women ignored in science? Has this changed? 

 Are there jobs for only men or only women? 

 What would happen if the dinosaurs came back? 

 What does extinct mean? Are there any animals alive now that may become extinct? 

 

 WEEK 1 / 2 (Starting 
after STEM week) 

WEEK 3 / 4 WEEK 5 / 6 WEEK 7 / 8 WEEK 9 / 10 WEEK 11 / 12 

KEY SKILLS: 

History  

 Identify some of 
the ways the 
past has been 
represented.  

 Describe 
historical events.  

 Describe 
significant 
people of the 
past  

History  

 Place events in 
order on a 
timeline. 

 Order and label 
timelines with 
words such as 
past, present, 
newer and older.  

 Understanding of 
key concepts 

 Language to 
explain ‘when’ in 
the past. 

 

History  

 Use evidence to 
answer Qs 

 Ask questions 

 Use artefacts, 
pics, stories etc. 
to find out 
about the past. 
 

Art 

 Use 
combinations of 
shapes 

 Lines and 
texture 

 Lines of 
different 
sizes/thickness 

 Colouring in 
neatly 

Art 

 Rolling, curving, 
moulding, 
carving 

 Variety of 
materials 

 Show pattern 
and texture by 
adding dots and 
lines 

 

Enterprise 

 Ch will explore 
cost and 
enterprise in 
provision with 
the inclusion of 
a café/gift shop 
in the dinosaur 
museum.  

 

CONTEXT OF 
LEARNING: 

Introduce ch. to historical 
figure ‘Mary Anning’ and 
read letter from her 
inviting them to take on 
the roles of 
scientists/archaeologists/ 
palaeontologists 
throughout theme (dino 
egg- speculate ideas, 

Timelines of Mary Anning’s 
life and label with key 
historical vocabulary (past, 
present, newer, older).  
 
Compare different 
points/events in Anning’s 
life and include key 
vocabulary to explain 

Children work in groups 
to discuss and ask 
questions about the 
artefacts around given 
topic areas (fossils, 
science, 
digging/archaeology). 
 
Children will use 

They will create art work 
inspired by fossils/make 
their own fossils using 
imprinting techniques.   
 
Children will explore 
pointism and use this 
technique to create 
abstract, zoomed in 

Ch will compare leaves 
found in the Mesozoic 
era and those found in 
our local area. They will 
consider the texture and 
how they can represent 
this using mixed 
mediums (variety of 
materials) and lines of 

Ch will create works of 
art that will be sold to 
parents at the Dinosaur 
show on stalls at the 
back of the hall. Maths 
links 
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questions for Mary)- 
resulting in a written 
piece (biography). 
 

‘when’ in the past. 
 

secondary sources to 
find the answers to their 
questions.  
 
Ch will look at how 
things are preserved in 
the earth and how fossils 
are created. They will 
also explore how 
palaeontologists 
excavate fossils from the 
earth and the tools used 
to do this 
 

representations of 
dinosaur skin.  
 

different 
sizes/thicknesses. 
 
Ch will use a variety of 
shaping and moulding 
techniques to invent and 
create their own 
dinosaur which they will 
later write about, 
drawing on their 
knowledge gained 
throughout the unit 
(provision). 

 


