
 

 

A Guide for Parents 

 Safeguarding at Hillcrest Academy 

 

At Hillcrest Academy we are committed to supporting all of our children to do well. We will do 
everything we can to ensure our children are safeguarded and protected from harm and to ensure 
that the Academy is a secure and safe learning environment for our pupils. 
 

What does Safeguarding mean?  

Every child has the right to be safe from harm and danger. In accordance with Keeping Children Safe 
in Education (2018) it is everyone’s responsibility at Hillcrest Academy to Safeguard children and to 
ensure every child is free from fear and able to learn and develop in safe, secure environments. 

Why am I being given this information? 

All parents and carers of children in our school will be given this information. Your child might be 
new to our school and this explains what we must do if we are worried about a child or young 
person.  

What is child abuse? 

A child is abused when a parent, carer, other family member or another adult known to the child 
deliberately causes harm, neglects or fails to protect their child from harm. Harm may be physical, 
sexual, emotional or may take the form of neglect. 

Why would we make a referral to Children's Social Work Services? 

All schools have a duty to refer cases of suspected child abuse to Children’s Services. If someone at 
our school sees an unusual or unexplained injury or mark, if your child has said something worrying 
to us, perhaps someone has reported something your child has said or if their behaviour is 
particularly out of the ordinary, it may be appropriate to make a referral. You will be informed of this 
unless staff feel that this would place the child in even more danger. 

Children’s Services are able to help children and their families with any difficulties they may face. 

Every school is required to help Children’s Services with their assessments but must not conduct any 
investigations them-selves. This can only be done by social workers and/or police officers. 



 

 

Why are we involved with Safeguarding? 

The Children Act 1989 requires everyone working with children to inform Children’s Services about 
any child thought to be in need of support or at risk of harm. Keeping Children Safe in Education 
2018 stipulates the requirement that all schools to have arrangements to safeguard children. 

Who are the Designated Child Protection staff at Hillcrest Academy? 

The designated Safeguarding Lead is Mrs Vicky Oddy and the deputies are Mrs Karen Goldthorp and 
Louise Cornwell: 

 

 

    Mrs Vicky Oddy                Mrs Louise Cornwell        Mrs Karen Goldthorp      

Designated staff are responsible for ensuring that timely and appropriate safeguarding action is 
taken where necessary. 

If you have any concerns regarding a child, please contact one of these designated staff.  

Alternatively, please contact Children’s Social Services on 0113 222 4403.  

 
Further information: 
 
At Hillcrest Academy we want our parents and carers to be supported in understanding how best to 
ensure that they keep their children safe. 
  
Here are some useful websites for parents and carers to access regarding keeping children safe.  
 
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/  
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/  
https://www.childline.org.uk/  
http://www.kidsmart.org.uk/  
http://www.childnet.com/  
https://www.getsafeonline.org/safeguarding-children/  
http://www.leedslscb.org.uk  
 

 


