
 
Creative Curriculum Medium Term Plan: Autumn 2018 

 
YEAR GROUPS: KS1  CREATIVE THEME: China 
HOOK: Chinese Day – food tasting, dancing, Chinese writing 
FINAL CELEBRATION: Celebration of pupil’s work – parents to visit children’s gallery 

CURRICULUM DRIVERS 
Problem Solving Enterprise Community and the Environment 

As Problem Solvers we will: 
• Create a design in response to a design brief 
• Make a product which matches the design brief 
• Evaluate the effectiveness of the product and make 

suggestions for how this could be improved along with 
celebrating what has gone well 

 
 
 

As Enterprising children, we will: 
• Create firework art and have a gallery for parents to 

purchase 
 
 
 
 
 
 

As members of the community we will: 
• Understand the customs and traditions of the Chinese 

pupils within our school and of the people within our 
community 

 
 
 
 
 

KEY SKILLS (LINKED TO THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM) LEARNING CONTEXTS AND RELEVANT KNOWLEDGE 
Geography skills: 

• Four countries and capitals of the United Kingdom  
 
History skills: 

• Use evidence to answer questions 
• Ask questions 
• Artefacts, pictures, stories etc. to find out about the past. 
• Identify some of the ways the past has been represented. 
• Describe historical events.  
• Describe significant people from the past.  
• Recognise that there are reasons why people in the past acted as they did. 
• Place events and artefacts in order on a timeline. 
• Order and label timelines with words such as past, present, newer and older. 
• Use dates where appropriate. 
• Nation and nation’s history 
• Understanding of key concepts 
• Language to explain ‘when’ in the past. 

 
Design technology skills: 

• Cut materials safely using tools 
• Measure and mark to the nearest cm 
• Range of cutting and shaping techniques 
• Range of joining techniques 
• Create products using levers, wheels and winding mechanism 

As Geographers, we will: 
• Learn to locate the country of China on a map and name the capital city.  

 
• Complete a study of Beijing to learn all about life in the capital city of China. 

 
• Investigate Chinese customs and traditions including Chinese New Year.  

 
• Participate in Mandarin lessons and be able to use basic words and phrases.   

 
• Sample a variety of Chinese foods.  

 
 
As Historians, we will: 

• Read traditional Chinese stories and learn about the history of the Chinese Zodiac. 
 

• Visit the Royal Armouries and examine historical artefacts such as Chinese armour 
and the Ming Sword.  

 
• Learn about the Great Wall of China and its’ significance in Chinese history. 

As Design Technologists, we will: 
• Design and create a model of the Great Wall of China using a range of materials 

and tools safely.  
• Create replicas of trebuchets using levers, wheels and winding mechanisms. 



 
Creative Curriculum Medium Term Plan: Autumn 2018 

 
 

VISITS / VISITORS DISPLAY OPPORTUNITIES (CENTRAL DISPLAYS) 
Trip to the Royal Armouries                              Weekly Mandarin lessons Visit to the Royal Armouries 

MATHS LINKS ENGLISH LINKS 
As Mathematicians, we will develop our skills in measure through measuring, marking and 
cutting materials to the nearest cm.  

As Writers, we will retell a range of Chinese stories using Talk for Writing. We will write 
instructions for how to make Chinese lanterns and will recount our trip to the Royal Armouries.  

SCIENCE AND COMPUTING LINKS SMSC/MBV LINKS 
• Materials and their properties 
• Animals including humans  
• Research and manipulate images  
• Develop digital literacy skills 

• An awareness and understanding of their own and others’ beliefs 
• A willingness to express their views on ethical issues and personal 
• values 
• A respect for others’ needs, interests and feelings, as well as their own 
• A desire to explore their own and others’ views 
• An understanding of the need to review and re-assess their values, codes and principles 

in the light of experience. 

 
 
 WEEK 1 / 2 WEEK 3 / 4 WEEK 5 / 6 WEEK 7 / 8 WEEK 9 / 10 

KEY SKILLS: 

Locate the four countries and 
capitals of the United 
Kingdom  
 
Locate China on a world map. 
Capital city of China. 

Use evidence to answer 
questions. Use of artefacts, 
stories and pictures to find out 
about the past. Order and label 
timelines with words such as 
past, present, newer and older. 

Describe historical events. 
Use dates where appropriate. 
Recognise that there are 
reasons why people in the 
past acted as they did. 
 

Cut materials safely using 
tools. Measure and mark to 
the nearest cm.  

Create products using levers, 
wheels and winding 
mechanisms. Use language to 
explain ‘when’ in the past.  

CONTEXT OF LEARNING: 

Using maps, children will 
locate the four countries and 
capitals of the United 
Kingdom. Children will also 
locate the country of China 
and the capital city Beijing on 
a map. They will complete a 
study of Beijing and learn 
about the customs and 
traditions of the Chinese 
culture.  Children will sample 
a variety of Chinese food.  

Children will read stories about 
Chinese New Year and the 
Chinese Zodiac. Children will 
retell Chinese stories using Talk 
for Writing.  
They will visit the Royal 
Armouries and will examine 
historical artefacts. Children will 
write a recount of their trip to 
the Royal Armouries.  

Children will study the Great 
Wall of China and develop an 
understanding of the reasons 
for why the wall was built.  
Children will discuss the 
reasons why people still visit 
the Great Wall of China 
(seven wonders of the world). 
They will place relevant 
events in time order using 
related historical vocabulary. 
Children will write an 
information page about the 
Great Wall of China.  

Children will plan and design 
a model of the Great Wall of 
China. They will select and 
use appropriate materials to 
make their models. Children 
will use measure and will 
measure materials to the 
nearest 1cm. Once their 
models are complete, 
children will evaluate their 
models, stating what has 
gone well and what they 
would improve.  

Children will learn about the 
history of the use of 
trebuchets in China. They will 
experiment with using a range 
of materials to create a 
trebuchet and will use levers, 
wheels and mechanisms. 
Once complete, pupils will 
test their trebuchets. 

 


