
 

Creative Curriculum Medium Term Plan: Summer 2018 

 
YEAR GROUPS: Key Stage one CREATIVE THEME: A Bugs Life 

HOOK: 
Children will spend a whole day making micro-habitats (bug hotels). During the morning ch will make prototype models of their bug hotels and in 
the afternoon will work collaboratively to make and install the micro-habitats in to an outside area. Ch will be able to observe changes over time etc 
and hit working scientifically objectives. 

FINAL 
CELEBRATION: 

Art and crafts exhibition. Selling, paintings, drawings, prints and crafts.  

KEY SKILLS (LINKED TO THE NATIONAL CURRICULUM) LEARNING CONTEXTS AND RELEVANT KNOWLEDGE 

***Geography Skills: 

 Land use around school- creating an environment that will attract wildlife and 
allow living things to thrive. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Art Skills: 

 Use thick and thin brushes (painting) 

 Mix primary colours to make secondary (painting) 

 Combination of materials that are cut, torn and glued (collage) 

 Sort and arrange materials (collage) 

 Mix materials to create texture use combinations of shapes (collage) 

 Lines and texture (sculpture) 

 Rolling, curring, moulding, carving (sculpture) 

 Variety of materials (sculpture) 

 Lines of different sizes/thicknesses (drawing) 

 Colouring in neatly (drawing) 

 Show pattern and texture by adding dots and lines (drawing) 

 Use repeating or overlapping shapes (print) 

 Mimic print in environment (print) 

 Use objects to create prints (print) 

 Press, roll, rub and stamp to make prints (print) 
 
 

 

Children to use ICT to research the answers to their questions using a child 
friendly search engine (KIDDLE.CO)- children will research ‘bug hotels’ 
Children to look at a variety of natural environments- children will compare 
natural and urbanised environments and discuss the differences with regards 
to wildlife/living things. 
Key questions:  
How can we attract living things to our bug hotel? 
How do plants grow? What affects a plants growth? 
How is Britain’s wildlife different to that of other countries? 
   
 
Look at artists, from different cultures, famous for images of landscape or still 
life representations of animals. 
Children learn the techniques and skills to enable them to create and recreate 
works in their own mediums- including mixed media works (drawing, painting, 
collage and sculpture). 
Children will learn about artists, craft makers and designers through 
responding to their works and imitating them with their own.  
Children will learn about the work of a range of artist, craft makers and 
designers. They will need to describe the similarities and difference of 
different practices and disciplines and make links to their own work- ch will 
respond by explaining which artists work they like and why. They will also 
compare how artists use colour, pattern and texture differently in their work.  
Children will evaluate and analyse creative work using the language of art craft 
and design. 
 
Over a series of two week periods, children will learn about an artist that 
demonstrates the different art skills they will learn. Staff will ensure: 

 Ch learn about the artist as a person 
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 Ch will learn about the time in which the artist was working  

 Ch will look at the artist’s works 

 Ch will imitate the artist’s work 
In amongst this, children will complete short skills based tasks building up to a 
finished piece over the two week period.  
 

CURRICULUM DRIVERS 

Problem Solving Enterprise Community and Environment 

As Problem Solvers we will: 

 Draw on previous map reading skill to plan 
the safest route to school;*** 

 Design brief to imitate the work of ____ 
however unable to use the same 
materials/colours/scale etc.  

 Understand what a problem is asking us to 
do; 

 Consider the best way of solving a problem; 

 Generate ideas for what to do to solve their 
problem; 

 Complete an appropriate course of action 
and then evaluate how well they have 
solved their problem; 

 

As Enterprising children we will: 

 Learn about cost of materials;  

 Price art work for exhibition- what is a 
reasonable price for art work and what scale 
should work be produced to be affordable 
at our exhibition?  

 Team task: group work to create a shared 
artwork; 

 
 

 

As members of the community we will: 

 Create artwork that shows children are 
developing an understanding of different 
cultures and respect for others beliefs 

 Understand MBV and show that they can 
understand their ability to make informed 
choices 

 

 

VISITS / VISITORS DISPLAY OPPORTUNITIES (CENTRAL DISPLAYS) 

Visits to: Beekeeping workshop. 
 
 

Hook photographs 
Exhibition of work 
 
 
 
 

MATHS LINKS ENGLISH LINKS 

Money – Calculating costs, profits and best prices. Recounts of visit.  
Information- how to walk to school safely along planned/safest route. Or 
information on artist/discipline 
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Fractions- shapes that are ½ the size or ¼ of the size etc or shapes that have been 
cut to represent ¼ ½ etc ch to measure shapes to decide what they have been 
reduced by or ch to create patterns with halves and quarters of shapes. 
Shape- repeating patterns/symmetrical patterns etc. 
 
 
 
 

Instruction- bee keeping. 
Poetry- art from different cultures 
Story- use artist/painting as context create a story about artefact/painting 
 

COMPUTING LINKS SMSC/MBV LINKS 

Science 
Year 1 : life cycles and seasonal change. 
Year 2 : Animals and their habitats. Plants. 
 
ICT – Research- artists and disciplines 
 
 

 Opportunities to consider moral and ethical issues when exploring human and physical 
geography considering the needs of humans and their impact on animals and the 
environment nationally and globally. 

 Opportunities to compare cultural similarities and differences between their own 
country and another country and also explore cultural diversity within places being 
studied, recognising that migration and globalisation means that not everyone living in 
a particular place necessarily has the same culture. 

 Opportunities to consider spiritual questions about ICT such as ‘Do you think humans in 
the future will only communicate through technology?’ ‘Why and how is face to face 
communication different to email/text/instant messaging or even Facetime or Skype?’  

 
 

 

 WEEK 1 / 2 WEEK 3 / 4 WEEK 5 / 6 WEEK 7 / 8 WEEK 9 / 10 WEEK 11 / 12 

KEY SKILLS: 

Animals and their 
habitats: 

 Identify that most 
living things have 
habitats to which 
they are suited  

 Describe how 
different habitats 
provide for basic 
needs to different 
kings of animals and 
plants and how they 
depend on each 
other. 

Plants: 

 Observe and 
describe how seeds 
and bulbs grow into 
mature plants 

 Find out and 
describe how plants 
need water, light 
and suitable 
temperature to grow 
and stay healthy. 

 
 
 
 

 Mix primary 
Colours to make 
Secondary 

 Colour wheels 

 Use thick and thin 
brushes 

 Tints and shades 
 
 
 
 
Shamsa 
 
Van Gogh 
(Expressionism) 

 Combination of 
materials that are 
cut, torn and 
glued  

 Sort and arrange 
materials  

 Mix materials to 
create texture use 
combinations of 
shapes. 

 
Chloe 
 
Pablo Picasso (cubism) 

 Lines and texture  

 Rolling, curring, 
moulding, carving 

 Variety of materials  

 Lines of different 
sizes/thicknesses 

 Colouring in neatly  

 Show pattern and 
texture by adding 
dots and lines 

Amy 
Andy Goldsworthy 
(Sculpture/Natural 
art) 

 Use repeating or 
overlapping shapes  

 Mimic print in 
environment  

 Use objects to 
create prints  

 Press, roll, rub and 
stamp to make 
prints  

 
 
Sarah 
 
William Morris (Print 
artist). 
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 Identify and name a 

variety of plants 
and animals in their 
habitats including 
micro habitats. 

 Describe how 
animals obtain their 
food from plants 
and other animals- 
food chain. 

 

Life Cycles: 
 identify and name 

a variety of 
common animals 
including fish, 
amphibians, 
reptiles, birds and 
mammals  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Seasonal change: 

 observe changes 
across the four 
seasons  

 observe and 
describe weather 
associated with the 
seasons and how 
day length varies. 

Plus contemporary 
artists to compare 
works. 

Plus contemporary 
artists to compare 
works. 

Plus contemporary 
artists to compare 
works. 
 

Plus contemporary 
artists to compare works. 

CONTEXT OF 
LEARNING: 

HOOK: Bug hotel- 
making micro habitats- 
plant seeds (cress) 

 Ch will learn about 
micro habitats- 
what do the insects 
habitats need to 
provide in order to 
survive? 
 

 Ch to observe 
changes over time 
in bug hotels. 

 

 Variety of habitats 
(including micro 
habitats): compare. 
Animals with 
different habitats 
(research different 

 Investigate planting 
bulbs/seeds in a 
variety of 
environments to 
observe changes 
over time (last week 
of term compare 
how bulbs have 
thrived or not. 

 Germination/life 
cycle of plants. 

 Ch to research and 
explain what plants 
need to grow and 
survive. 

 Photosynthesis? 

 Plants in a variety of 
habitats- how are 
that suited to 
different 

 Colour mixing 
(primary to make 
secondary) 

 Experiment with 
changing the tone. 

 Experiment with 
different sized 
brushes to create 
different sized and 
shaped lines. (curved, 
straight) 

 Use knowledge of 
painting and tone 
from previous 
lessons and learn to 
apply curved and 
straight lines to 
create patterns that 
represent nature 

 Children to 
recreate their 
work on tones but 
using collage to 
build colours and 
definition. 

 Children to test 
different 
materials to 
create different 
textures  

 Ch to analyse 
what materials 
are better for 
different pieces 
(e.g. landscapes- 
natural man 
made etc) 

 

 Look at the work of 
different sculptors. 

 Children learn the 
techniques to 
enable them to 
recreate these 
works in their own 
mediums.  
 

 Ch to create work 
using repeating 
pattern/tiles. 
(maths link-
symmetry/shape) 

 Ch to analyse their 
work (and artists) in 
a variety of 
mediums. How is it 
different/similar? 

 Carbon paper 
monoprints? 

 Objects to create 
print? 

 Flower press?- 
compare this to still 
life? 

 Mono prints? 

 
 

Over each two week period the children will: 
 

 Learn about an artist and their life. 

 Learn about the genre/movement they influenced/worked within. 

 Look at their works and compare them to those of contemporary 
artists. 

 Complete skills based exercises to imitate techniques used by the 
focus artists. 

 Apply these skills within their own original works linked to bugs, 
insects and the natural world. 
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habitats- ask 
questions and find 
out answer to 
problems. 

 

 Identify 
animals/habitats. 

 

 Ch to learn how 
animal’s bodies are 
suited to the 
habitat in which 
they live (e.g. 
camel- hump to 
store energy/ 
water, feet- 
webbed. Polar 
bears- fur, fat 
reserves, feet etc.) 

 

 Ch to understand 
food chains. 

 

 Ch to write a 
recount of their 
visit. 

 Ch to write 
instruction ‘how to 
look after bees’ 

environments – 
every green, cactus 
etc. 

 Plants that are 
perennial? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

e.g. grass/natural 
environments. 

 Consider colour and 
tone when 
replicating an 
artist’s work. 

 Compare different 
artists work (e.g. 
both landscape 
artists- one 
traditional one 
contemporary) how 
are they 
similar/different. Ch 
to imitate artists 
style. 

 
 

 


