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YEAR 5 AND 6

Welcome to our first Curriculum Newsletter of 2018! Here is an outline of the exciting things your children will be
learning about this term.

Our Creative curriculum theme: ‘The Amazing Americas’
Through the Creative Curriculum, children will understand and enhance their geographical skills, such as reading
maps using the 8 points of a compass, investigating climate in the countries of North and South America and
comparing them with other parts of the world, locating places using lines of longitude and latitude and identifying
what happens to animals and plants when forests are cut down. Children will compare life in Brazil with other
parts of the world. Children will use their art skills to create a Native American painting using acrylics, inspired by
the narrative poem ‘A Song of Hiawatha’.
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Key learning in Mathematics
Year 6: The key learning in maths this half term will focus on consolidation of the use of the four rules of number
in fractions, using modelling to reason and problem solve. Children will learn about aspects of geometry including
properties of circles. They will link their statistics knowledge to our theme work by creating and interpreting
climate graphs of the American countries, comparing them with other parts of the world. As well as this, they will
build on their understanding of the links between fractions, percentages and decimals and use their knowledge of

measures to solve problems involving time, money, mass, length and weight.

Year 5: In Year 5, the children will be looking at Multiplication and Division in the Spring term. They will
investigate and build on their understanding of multiples, factors, common factors, square numbers, cube
numbers and inverse operations. They will understand what the effect of multiplying and dividing by 10,100 and
1000 are and solve reasoning and problem solving questions based on all the above. Children will also build their
knowledge of fractions by adding, subtracting and multiplying fractions supported by concrete resources and
diagrams. They will learn to compare and order fractions using equivalence.

For both year groups, please continue to encourage your child to complete the weekly tasks set on Mathletics as
these are specifically designed to support and extend the learning of children in focused areas. W

Key Learning in English

In both Year 5 and 6, we will be linking our writing to the key texts for the curriculum theme. Children will be
learning how to write short stories (quest myths), newspaper reports and balanced arguments based on
deforestation. They will also respond to poetry based on our theme work. Year 6 will be having focused English
Grammar and Punctuation lessons to prepare them for the SAT papers in May. As reading is a priority, children
will be expected to read a wide variety of texts and make suitable responses to prepare them for the tests. All
children are expected to read their library books and allocated reading books at home regularly.

7 We are lucky to have access to Bug Club and your child’s teacher will have allocated books
;LQ{K online. Please ensure your child regularly accesses this as there are prizes for those children
who read the most books. Children also have a banded book or an accelerated reader book.
Please ensure they read these books regularly and access the computer at school to complete the online quizzes.
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Homework is set on Friday and is expected back on Mondays. Please encourage and support your child to do this.
Year 6 may be set additional homework during the week as required.

PE Days
Year 5: Monday (Indoor) and Wednesday (Outdoor).

Year 6: Thursday (Indoor) and Friday (Outdoor).

PLEASE ENSURE YOUR CHILD IS EQUIPPED WITH THE CORRECT PE KIT ON THESE DAYS.

Year 6
It is really important that all children, particularly Year 6, are present in school every day. The SATs tests for year 6
take place on these dates in 2018:

Date Activity

Monday 14 May English grammar, punctuation and spelling papers 1and 2
Tuesday 15 May English reading

Wednesday 16 May Mathematics papers1and 2

Thursday 17 May Mathematics paper 3




