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Curriculum Newsletter: Year 4 lf
HILLCREST

ACADEMY

Creative curriculum theme: Eurovision

Key learning: This term, we will be focusing on five main English topics: folk and fairy tales,
persuasive writing in advertisements, reading and performing poetry, a play by Shakespeare
and explanation texts. After some great successes last term, we will continue to use talk for
writing to support our learning in English. Children will continue to work on the years 3 and 4
spelling lists with weekly homework and our daily handwriting and grammar sessions will
continue. In maths, our learning will focus on fractions, decimals and time.

Curriculum theme: Our creative theme for the Spring term is Eurovision. We will
experience Europe first hand during our google expedition in January to begin our topic. We
will then be investigating the art, food, human and physical geography, and weather of a
range of European countries, comparing these to our own experiences. Our creative theme
will conclude with the children designing, creating and selling their own European foods.
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Science: In science, we will be investigating electricity in the first half term and materials in
the second. We will focus on how to make complete circuits. We will solve problems regarding
which materials conduct electricity and which do not. Whilst investigating materials, we will
broaden children’s vocabulary so that they can describe and define a material’s basic
properties. Children will design and conduct ‘fair tests’ to make links between materials and
their suitability for specific tasks.
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http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwj845S34qDPAhXBDxoKHfjoB7oQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fmoodle.nptcgroup.ac.uk%2Fcourse%2Findex.php%3Fcategoryid%3D561&psig=AFQjCNHSYUohFTAqqb4vkJ05T6xi3m5asw&ust=1474557894291283
http://www.abcprivatenursery.co.uk/
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiFv8TVnaLRAhUCOhQKHQS9ADUQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.majorcities.eu%2F&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNFihFuQDQTBq76p7m_1VApB-qAMiw&ust=1483404256287689
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiuz6fnnaLRAhWGWRQKHRDlCwoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fspyhollywood.com%2Feurovision-song-contest-last-places-1956-2016%2F&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHT_VgGNfpONoZw4BSLtg5FP2MlIA&ust=1483404293271903
http://www.google.co.uk/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0ahUKEwiuz6fnnaLRAhWGWRQKHRDlCwoQjRwIBw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fspyhollywood.com%2Feurovision-song-contest-last-places-1956-2016%2F&bvm=bv.142059868,d.ZGg&psig=AFQjCNHT_VgGNfpONoZw4BSLtg5FP2MlIA&ust=1483404293271903
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Key reading text(s):
Hansel and Gretel
Any brochures or leaflets, particularly those to do with travel or holidays
Any children’s adaptations of Shakespeare’s The Tempest

IHansel o Grefel

Ways to help your child: Visit the library — the librarians would be happy to help you
choose books suitable for your child. There is also a wide selection of dual language books.

Your child will bring home a reading book as well as a school library book. It is important that
you spend time looking through it and talking about the pictures and what is happening in the
story. Please make sure that this book comes to school every day in a book bag.

You can access ‘mathletics’ at home to support your children in key mathematical skills. The
children will have their usernames and passwords inside their planner.

This term the children will be learning to tell the time. It would be ideal if they could have a
watch or clock at home to continually practise and embed this knowledge.

PE Days: Year 4 children do PE outside on a Thursday with Mr Harding. They will need a PE
kit that can be kept in a named bag on their peg for the whole half term. Year 4 children swim
every week, the days for which are listed below.

Dates for your diary:

Every Wednesday — Yew (Miss Breedon) - Swimming

Every Thursday — Beech (Mr Asquith) and Yew (Miss Breedon) classes - PE
Every Friday — Beech (Mr Asquith) Swimming



